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 MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF STACY IN THE COUNTY OF 
CHISAGO AND THE STATE OF MINNESOTA PURSUANT 
TO DUE CALL AND NOTICE THEREOF 

  REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 11, 2020, 7:00p.m. 

STACY CITY HALL 

   

Call to Order 
 The Stacy City Council met in regular session and was called to 

order by Mayor Utecht at 7:00p.m. 

   

Roll Call 
 Present: Mark Utecht, Dennis Thieling, Mark Ness, Tony Olivolo, 

and Paul Authier 
Absent:  None 
Others Present:  James Mongé, Jim Ness, Dan Boyum, John 
Wicklander, Matt Silver, Steve Kramer, Jackie Ahlers, Robert 
Cook, Sheila Cook, and Donna Setter 

   

Additions to the Agenda 
 Additions to the Agenda: 

1. Ecolab – Dishmachine Agreement 
2. Maintenance Time Off Request 
3. Sports Grill Manager – Outside Employment 
4. Sports Grill – etabs and ebingo 
5. Board of Review Date 
6. Graffiti on Old BP Property 

 
Motion by Ness to approve the agenda as amended. Second by 
Thieling.  Members Ness, Thieling, Authier, and Utecht voted yes.  
Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   

Public Comment 
 Robert and Sheila Cook: 

Mr. Cook expressed his concern regarding black specks in his 
water; he has been working with the city’s maintenance 
department and the issue continues.  He knows that the specks 
are not hazardous to health, his concern is what is it doing to his 
appliances? Would the city consider installing a filtering system in 
his home? 
 
Mayor Utecht said that the city was aware that the water quality 
could diminish during the first couple years of the treatment plant 
operation.  Mr. Cook was asked to put in writing specifically what 
he is requesting; the city will then research and work with the city’s 
engineer. 

   

Consent Agenda  
 Motion by Ness to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

Second by Authier.  Members Ness, Thieling, Authier, and Utecht 
voted yes. Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 
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Staff Reports 
  

   

City Attorney 
James Mongé 

  

   
Safe Harbor Payment 
Systems Contract 

 Motion by Utecht to authorize signature of the contract with the 
personal responsibility guarantee stricken and approval of the city 
attorney prior to signing. Second by Ness.  Members Ness, 
Thieling, Authier, and Utecht voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared 
the motion carried. 

   
Ballot Question  It was suggested at a prior meeting that the length of the term of 

mayor be placed on the ballot.  Per the city attorney this is not 
allowed by MN Statute. 

   
Rise Agreement  This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by 

Ness and carried. 
 
Motion by Utecht to authorize the Stacy Sports Grill Manager to 
sign the contract on behalf of the city. Second by Ness.  Members 
Ness, Thieling, Authier, and Utecht voted yes.  Mayor Utecht 
declared the motion carried. 

   
Ecolab – Dishmachine 
Program Agreement 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by 
Ness and carried. 
 
Motion by Utecht to authorize John Wicklander to sign the 
agreement on behalf of the city. Second by Authier.  Members 
Ness, Thieling, Authier, and Utecht voted yes.  Mayor Utecht 
declared the motion carried. 

   
Ebingo and Etabs  This item handled out of order by motion of Ness. Second by 

Utecht and carried. 
 
Mr. Wicklander would like to offer etabs and ebingo at the Sports 
Grill he wanted to gather the council’s input prior to researching it 
further.  The fire department would need to be in agreement to 
offer this type of gaming. The council concurred they would 
support the fire department if they are willing to do this. 

   

Engineer 
Dan Boyum 

  

   
Dollar General Stop Sign  Mr. Boyum sent a letter to Dollar General regarding the stop sign 

request. 
   
Engineers Report  Mr. Boyum reviewed his report with the council and addressed 

their questions. The report included: 



 

Council Minutes – February 11, 2020 3 of 6 
The City of Stacy is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

 

 
• Dollar General – Reviewed with public works on contractors and 

forwarded a letter to Dollar General related to requesting them to 
install a stop sign at their entrance to 312th Street. 

• Development west of-I 35 – Discussed with a developer the 

areas west of I-35.  Forwarded the past memo on utilities serving 
that area.  Also, we sent basemap information to a realtor working 
in this same development area. 

• Stacy Retail Center – Storage Container CUP – Planning 
staff prepared a memo and attended the January planning 

commission to discuss this CUP.  Planning staff have had follow-
up discussions with the representative and the city attorney. A 
follow-up letter was prepared and sent.  As of 2/5/2020, the 
representative agreed to prepare a section drawing across the 

back of the parking lot, through the containers and down the 
slope to the river. He understands that the key question is the 
space behind the containers, before the slope down to the river.  

He also agreed to prepare a landscape plan to show the 
screening. Finally, he agreed to contact Sharon and withdraw the 
CUP application and reapply for an Interim Use Permit (IUP). 

• Forterra Service – We prepared revised cost estimates looking 

at the cost to extend services from +/- 500’ south of 307th Street 
to Forterra.  We will schedule a meeting with Forterra to discuss 

the revised costs and next steps.   
• 311th Street – We looked at some preliminary estimates for 

street and drainage improvements.  The Council discussed 

previous discussions with residents in this area.  We will plan 
continue to review and then present information at an upcoming 
meeting.   

• Capital Improvement Planning – We talked to Patty Kettles 
and discussed some of the preliminary numbers related to the 
Forterra utility extension on 307th Street and possible drainage 

and street work on 311th Street.  We also discussed the recent 
discussions on development to the west of I-35, and that some 
future utility work may be needed.    

 

The council discussed the proposed project for 311th Street; the 
need for a lasting repair was expressed.  The road is in very 
poor condition and needs to be addressed.  The council needs 

a clear picture of what the project will be; what is best for the 
road and citizens. 
 

The council then discussed the extension of city utilities to the 
west side of the freeway; Mr. Boyum will prepare a cost 
estimate of what it would cost to have an analysis done to run 

these utilities. 
   

City Clerk 
Sharon Payne 
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Close Water Treatment 
Plant Checking Account 

 Motion by Utecht to close the Water Plant Checking account 
and move those funds into the General Fund Checking 
account. Second by Ness.  Members Ness, Thieling, Authier, 
and Utecht voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared the motion 
carried. 

   
Water and Sewer Rate 
Study 

 Informational at this time; Patty Kettles will be present at the 
March meeting to discuss. 

   

Ordinance – City Fees  Informational at this time; this item will be on the March agenda 
for action. 

   

Maintenance   

   

Vacation Request  Motion by Utecht to approve the time of request for Mr. Jones. 
Second by Ness. Members Ness, Thieling, Authier, and Utecht 
voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   

Liquor Operations   

   
Second Position - 
Wicklander 

 The council didn’t see a conflict with the city with what he wants to 
do in his off-time. 

   

Committees 
Commissions 

  

   

Letters of Interest  Ms. Ahlers was present at the meeting and expressed interest in 
serving on the History Committee and Park and Recreation 
Committee. 
 
Motion by Mayor Utecht to appoint Jacqueline Ahlers to the History 
Committee. Second by Ness.  Members Ness, Thieling, Authier, 
and Utecht voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 
 
Motion by Thieling to appoint Jacqueline Ahlers to the Park and 
Recreation Committee. Second by Ness.  Members Ness, 
Thieling, Authier, and Utecht voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared 
the motion carried. 
 
Motion by Utecht to appoint Ben Carlson to the Park and 
Recreation Committee and as a Planning Commission alternate. 
Second by Authier.  Members Ness, Thieling, Authier, and Utecht 
voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried.  

   

CLJSTC  The council decided that Paul Authier would be an alternate to the 
commission. 
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Public Information 
Committee 

 The committee would like to explore social media again; using the 
consultation services of Pam Whitmore from the League of MN 
Cities. The clerk will contact Ms. Whitmore. 

   

Park and Recreation  Member Thieling stated that the maintenance department will be 
getting lumber to redo the tables in Lions Park; the committee is 
also exploring a veteran’s memorial for Lions Park 

   

EDA  Member Thieling attended a meeting held by the MN Housing 
Association regarding affordable housing in greater Minnesota; it 
was valuable. They have someone available then can come out 
and talk to cities about their options. 

   

Planning Commission  Member Ness said that the Stacy Retail Center applied for a 
Conditional Use Permit for storage containers pretty much behind 
the Subway; the application is in process his understanding now 
is they will be withdrawing their application for a CUP and applying 
for an Interim Use Permit. 
 
The commission also asked the council to approve the change to 
the Pet Licensing Ordinance; this will be on the council agenda in 
March for action. 

   

Old Business 
  

   

Snow Removal and 
Towing 

 We have the ordinances in place already to allow removal and 
towing.  The council asked the clerk to notify the Maintenance 
Supervisor that he can call the sheriff and have a vehicle towed if 
it impeding snow removal operations. 

   

New Business 
  

   

Trinity Lutheran Church – 
Donna Setter 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by 
Ness and carried. 
 
Ms. Setter would like permission to install a free library in Stacy 
Lions Park; the council unanimously approved and asked her to 
work with the Maintenance Supervisor for proper placement. They 
then thanked her for all they are doing in Stacy. 

   

Board of Review  The Board of Review date assigned to Stacy is April 8, 2020, at 
6p.m.  The council would like to change the time to 7p.m.; and also 
notify them that this is not an open book meeting as mistakenly 
done last year. 

   

Graffiti on Old BP  Member Ness said that there are other properties in Stacy that 
need attention that aren’t handled, the inspector just picks and 
choses who to enforce; stated for the record. 
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  Mayor Utecht said that Mr. Kramer was directed to enforce this 
property, and saying anything about the inspector picking and 
choosing is not appropriate at this time. 
 
The council said that the word “alive” could stay on the building; 
unless, after asking the sheriff if it is directly related to a gang; and 
if found that it is then it needs to be removed. 

   

Mayor/Council 
  

   

Snow Removal from 
Sidewalks 

 The priority of the maintenance department is clearing the streets 
with that said the following motion was made: 
 
Motion by Utecht to add to the motion maid in January (Motion 
by Authier that the city’s maintenance department clear the 
sidewalks; the property owners will not be billed per the 
ordinance for the 2019-2020 snow season. Second by Olivolo.  
Members Authier, Olivolo, Thieling, and Ness voted yes.  Mayor 
Utecht voted no. Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried 4-
1.) add the timeline within 12 hours after the deposit of snow 
but no longer than 48 hours the city will conduct snow/debris 
removal from sidewalks. Second by Ness.  Members Ness, 
Thieling, Authier, and Utecht voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared 
the motion carried. 

   

Closed Meeting 
Regarding Employee 
Performance 8:58-
9:00p.m. 

 We are entering into closed session to hold a discussion regarding 
allegations of misconduct made against a City employee. The 
following persons will be in attendance at the closed meeting: Mayor 
Utecht, Councilmembers Authier, Ness, and Thieling, and City Clerk-
Treasurer Payne. Following action to go into closed session, we will 
dismiss others in attendance. 
 
Motion by Utecht to move the Council enter into closed session 
pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.05 Subd. 2 (b) to hold a discussion 
regarding allegations of misconduct made against a City employee. 
Second by Ness.  Members Ness, Thieling, Authier, and Utecht voted 
yes.  Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   

Action on Closed Session  Motion by Utecht to follow the recommendation of the Personnel 
Committee as discussed during the closed session. Second by 
Thieling.  Members Ness, Thieling, Authier, and Utecht voted yes.  
Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   

Adjourned at 9:03p.m. 
 Mayor M. Utecht declared the meeting adjourned at 9:03p.m. 

 
 
___________________________ 
Sharon MT Payne 
 


