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 MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF STACY IN THE COUNTY OF 
CHISAGO AND THE STATE OF MINNESOTA PURSUANT 
TO DUE CALL AND NOTICE THEREOF 

  REGULAR MEETING 
AUGUST 15, 2012, 7:00p.m. 

STACY CITY HALL 

   

Call to Order 
 The Stacy City Council met in regular session and was called to order by 

Mayor Utecht at 7:00p.m.  
   

Roll Call 
 Present: Jim Ness, Michael Carlson, Mark Utecht, and Charles Lucia 

(left at 9:02) 
Absent:  Cindy Bruss 
Others Present:  Peter Grundhoefer,  Anne Thom, Ryan  
Capelle, Jon Ehlert, Lynda Schmidt, Cal Houdek, Sandra Nienow, Travis 
Nienow, Tony Olivolo, Joe Myer, Jack Kramer, Jeff Selvog, and Craig 
Moline 

   

Additions to the Agenda 
 Additions to the Agenda: 

Water Meter – Sandra Neinow 
Emergency Management  Director 
Rustic Inn 
Animal Control 
Mobile Home Park Give Away 
Bathrooms in Lions Park 
Approval of Closed Meeting Minutes  

Motion by Ness to approve the agenda as amended. Second by 
Carlson.  Ness, Carlson, Lucia, and Utecht voted yes. Mayor Utecht 
declared the motion carried. 

   

Public Comment 
 None 

   

Consent Agenda 
 Motion by Ness to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Second 

by Carlson.  Ness, Carlson, Lucia, and Utecht voted yes. Mayor Utecht 
declared the motion carried. 

   

Staff Reports 
  

 

   

Building Inspector – Jack 
Kramer 

 Member Ness asked Mr. Kramer if he tracks the progress of building 
permits to their completion during the timeframe allotted.  Mr. Kramer 
stated that he does. 
 
Mr. Kramer was then posed the question if he completes final 
inspections on building permits.  He does.  He stated that the state 
audit’s the inspector’s activities; they are the “big boss.” 
 
Mayor Utecht stated that he appreciates all that Mr. Kramer does for the 
city. 
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Maintenance 
Jon Ehlert 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Carlson 
and carried. 

   
Brush Mower  Motion by Ness to allow the Maintenance Department to purchase the 

brush mower for a cost not to exceed $11,000. Second by Carlson.  
Ness, Carlson, Lucia, and Utecht voted yes. Mayor Utecht declared the 
motion carried. 

   
Rustic Inn  Mr. Ehlert reported that the owner of the Rustic Inn had contacted him 

regarding the repair to the curb stop on the rear portion of her property.  
She would like to have the pavement replaced. 
 
It needs to be determined exactly where the curb stop is located, is it in 
the easement? Or not? 
 
The City Attorney, City Engineer, and Maintenance Department will 
determine the location of the curb stop in relationship to the easement.  
The details of the easement will indicate what the city’s responsibilities 
are. 
 
If it is deemed out of the easement then the city needs to conduct the 
repair. 
 
If it is in the easement, the property owner can chose to put in a stop box 
to protect the curb stop and remove the pole marker; if they do not the 
pole stays to protect the curb stop.  

   
Lions Park Restroom  Mayor Utecht indicated that several people reported to him that the 

bathroom’s in Lion’s Park were not clean enough for Stacy Daze.  The 
department needs to do a better job cleaning the restrooms before Stacy 
Daze. 

   
Pedestrian Crossing Sign  The pedestrian crossing sign on Stacy Trail at the bike trail was once 

again stolen; within 24 hours of its placement. The cost of replacing this 
sign is $390 each time.  When is enough, enough?  The council decided 
not to spend any more money on these signs; the sign that was ordered 
as a “backup” will be reserved for placement during special events being 
held in Lions Park, such as Stacy Daze. 
 

City Attorney 
Peter Grundhoefer 

  

   

Closed Session 9:30-9:33pm  The council went into closed session to review the Closed Meeting 
Minutes of July 23, 2012. 
 
Action on the Closed Session: 
Motion by Ness to approve the minutes of July 23, 2012. Second by 
Carlson. Ness, Carlson, and Utecht voted yes. Lucia absent for the 
motion. Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   

Odor & Corrosion Control 
Checklist 

 Informational in nature, no action necessary at this time. 
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North Branch Hockey 
Association 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Ness and 
carried. 
 
The hockey association is concerned with a blanket easement; this 
allows the city to do whatever they want.  The city attorney asked if the 
blanket easement is a lender issue.  Mr. Moline did not know.  The city 
engineer wants assurance that the easement is sufficient to allow for all 
future maintenance of the tower.   
 
The council needs to have Springsted prepare an analysis of the land in 
the business park and what the cost per square foot needs to be to 
address the bond debt. 
 
Mr. Grundhoefer indicated that the city code section regarding the Park 
Zoning District says that buildings in the district have to be city owned; 
which the hockey arena will not be.  The Planning Commission will 
review this. 
 
A concern was expressed that the Hockey Arena does not restrict 
parking for the Doyle Building; Mr. Grundhoefer stated that often the two 
properties would enter into a reciprocal agreement. 
 
Mr. Moline expressed concern about the affordability of the land.  This is 
yet to be determined. 
 
The possibility of changing the current plan into three separate lots will 
be explored (project area, future parking area, and water tower). 

   

City Engineer 
Ryan Capelle 

  

   
Water Well Drilling Quotes  Motion by Utecht to award the bid to Keys Well Drilling for the water test 

and well drilling for $28,200 less $2,400 for the gamma and video 
logging contingent upon receiving favorable soil boring results from 
American Engineering and Testing. Second by Ness.  Utecht, Ness, and 
Carlson voted yes.  Lucia absent for the motion.  Mayor Utecht declared 
the motion carried. 

   
Soil Boring Results  Mr. Capelle reported that it appears that the site is viable for the 

concrete structure for the well treatment plant; they are still awaiting the 
official report from American Engineering and Testing. 

   
Pay Request  2012 Cleaning 
and Televising 

 Motion by Ness to table until next month. Second by Carlson. Ness, 
Carlson, and Utecht voted yes. Lucia absent for the motion. Mayor 
Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   
Bolten & Menk, Water 
Treatment Plant 

 Mayor Utecht was contacted by a representative of Bolten and Menk 
regarding the cost of the water treatment plant for Stacy.  They indicated 
that they built a plant in Lester Prairie’s just like it for 1.6 million; the 
estimate from Stantec is much higher for Stacy’s project.  After further 
review it was determined that the projects are similar but not the same.  
Several differing items are:  no new municipal well, no backwash tank, 
and hand turn valves.  The two projects are not apples to apples.  
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Foster Avenue Intersection 
Improvement Updates 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Ness. Second by Carlson 
and carried. 
 
Motion by Utecht to authorize quotes for the Foster Avenue/CSAH 19 
Intersection Improvement Project.  Utecht, Ness, and Carlson voted yes.  
Lucia absent for the motion. Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   
USDA Rural Development – 
Notice of Eligibility 

 Mayor Utecht thanked Stantec for their work on the Radium Removal 
Project and submitting the necessary paperwork to USDA Rural 
Development.  It looks like we qualify for federal funding for the project 
as indicated by Brett Repulske of USDA Rural Development. 

   

City Clerk/Utility Billing Clerk 
Sharon Payne & Lynda 

Schmidt 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Ness and 
carried. 
 
Ms. Nienow and her son, Travis Nienow, were present to discuss the 
current utility bill.  They were invoiced for 47,000 gallons of water for 
July.  They stated there is no way they used that much water. 
 
Mayor Utecht stated that there is a way to use that much water through 
a leak. 
 
The council was presented a report from Nienow’s meter that detailed 
water use hour by hour for a couple of months.  In one instance it 
showed she used 6,000 gallons in 12 hours, and then didn’t move for 
several hours.  It appears that the meter is acting sporadically. 
 
Motion by Utecht to replace the water meter for Ms. Nienow based on 
the evidence we have in front of us at this time, the city will pay for the 
meter. Second by Carlson. Utecht, Carlson, Lucia, and Utecht voted yes. 
Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ness that the Utility Billing Clerk average last summer’s use 
for June, July, and August and bill that usage for June, July, and August 
for now and determine in six months if the water meter was the issue; 
acceptance of the payment is not a settlement or payment in full, it is 
temporary until the situation can be determined through the test period. 
Second by Carlson. Ness, Carlson, Lucia, and Utecht voted yes. Mayor 
Utecht declared the motion carried.  

   
A1 Tire  Mr. Selvog was at the meeting and asked if he was on the agenda; he 

was not, he is on the Planning Commission agenda for August 21.  He 
asked what the major issues were; the clerk stated that the major issue 
is that no action can take place on his application as it is not complete 
without the property owner’s signature. Mayor Utecht also stated several 
other items of concern as expressed by the Planning Commission.  

   
Letter from Caltronics  This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Ness and 

carried. 
 
Mr. Houdek sent a letter stating that the irrigation rates are higher in 
Stacy then in other cities.  He can’t afford to run the irrigation system 
enough to keep the lawn green.   
 
Mayor Utecht explained the city’s requirement to convert over to water 
conservation rates. 
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Mr. Houdek asked if it would be possible to have different rates for 
irrigation use; or a different escalation table? 
 
Mayor Utecht stated that was something we could have the city’s 
financial advisor review. 

   
Utility Billing Update  Ms. Schmidt presented a report of what was pumped vs. what was billed 

for the council’s review and addressed questions. She also reported that 
currently three properties are shut-off; the council asked that she notify 
Mr. Kramer whenever she disconnects service to a property.  It is 
anticipated that the number of accounts certified to property taxes this 
year will be much less than for 2011.  

   
Voting Booths  The Lions Club donated funds to the city to purchase a new voting 

booth; the clerk expressed a thank you to the Lions for their donation. 
   
Set Truth in Taxation 
Hearing Date 

 The Truth-in-Taxation Hearing date is set for November 27, 2012, at 
7:00pm. 

   
Sunrise Ball Field Project  Mayor Utecht met with the mobile home park owner to discuss the 

easement for the ball field.  Mr. Brakemier said that he does not want to 
enter into a long term easement because he doesn’t know what the 
future needs of the mobile home park may be; but he doesn’t want the 
city to be prevented from doing what they want either. He would be 
agreeable to do nothing at this time. 
 
Can we just continue to do what we’re doing?  Mr. Grundhoefer said that 
we can, the risk is that the city is improving property and the property 
owner could request the property and removal of the improvements in a 
short period of time. The council concurred to move forward with the 
Sunrise Ball Field improvements.  

   
Credit Card Payments  The clerk asked if the council would like to setup the city offices to 

accept credit card payments.  She presented information on the 
company that Center City is using. The council asked the clerk to see if 
we can work something out with the Stacy Sports Grill or Stacy Wine 
and Spirits. Can we be added on to their service company as another 
location; also, review if they could take utility payments. 

   

Committees Commissions 
  

   

Planning Commission  This item handled out of order by motion of Ness. Second by Carlson 
and carried. 
 
Motion by Ness to follow the Planning Commission recommendations for 
a Conditional Use Permit for Sunrise Auto. Second by Carlson. Ness, 
Carlson, and Utecht voted yes. Lucia absent for the motion. Mayor 
Utecht declared the motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ness to adopt the Findings of Fact and Decision for Sunrise 
Auto. Second by Carlson. Ness, Carlson, and Utecht voted yes. Lucia 
absent for the motion.  Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 
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New Business 
  

   

Stacy Lions Club – One Day 
Liquor License Fire 
Department Beer Bash 

 The council requested the Lions Club complete an application form, 
including detail of the service area for the event. 

   

Falcon Bridge Repair  Mr. Gene Olson, Lent Township Supervisor, communicated through the 
clerk that the Falcon Bridge is in need of repair and that Stacy is 
responsible for 50% of the cost.  Mr. Olson will keep the city informed as 
the project progresses. 

   

Request Traffic Study at 4-
way Stop 

 The council will adopt a resolution at the next meeting requesting a 
traffic study at the four way stop. 

   

League On-Line Course  Any city official or staff member may take this on-line course. 

   

Letter from Ben Montzka – 
Road Projects 

 The city received a letter from County Commissioner, Ben Montzka.  In 
his letter he indicated that County Road 30 between Wyoming and Stacy 
is scheduled to be milled and overlaid during the summer of 2013.  The 
council indicated that sections of County Road 30 are really in need of 
repair. 

   

Emergency Management 
Director 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Ness and 
carried. 
 
Mayor Utecht reported that he has been working on updating the 
Emergency Management Plan (EMP), a big part of that project is the 
assignment of an Emergency Management Director.  
 
He has been on a search to find someone who is able and willing to 
assume this role.  He was contacted by Joe Meyer who is interested in 
serving in this capacity.  He is requesting $12/hour, not to exceed 
$1,500/year. 
 
The Emergency Management Director is the primary contact for 
enacting the EMP; a major responsibility of the director is revising the 
EMP.  The position would be shared with the Township of Lent; the plan 
covers both the Township and the City. 
 
The clerk will request that this item be placed on the next Joint Powers 
meeting agenda.  

   

Animal Control  The clerk indicated that we no longer have animal control, as reported to 
her by Lynda Schmidt. 
 
Should the cost of the animal license be adjusted because we no longer 
provide animal control services; however, we do provide a safe 
community requiring the licensure and rabies vaccinations. 
 
The clerk will prepare a cost analysis of what the cost to the city is for 
administering the dog/cat licenses; any adjustment to the fee will take 
place in 2013. 
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The public will be directed to call the sheriff’s office to address public 
safety issues with animals. 

   
Mobile Home Park Give-
Away 

 Member Bruss asked that this be placed on the agenda; she reported 
(through the clerk) that the new owner of the mobile home park gave 
away backpacks and school supplies.  Member Bruss said how much 
this was needed and appreciated. 

   

Mayor/Council 
  

   

Stacy Daze & Fireworks  Member Ness reported that he went down to Lions Park for the fireworks 
and found that alcohol was being consumed all over the park and in the 
street.  There wasn’t any obvious security and there were juveniles on 
the roof of the bathrooms.  He said that when the Lions Club moved the 
event to Lions Park there were conditions put in place such as a roped 
off consumption area for alcohol, and visible security. The city needs to 
clarify what the requirements are when issuing the liquor license in the 
future.  He is not trying to create trouble, the Lions do great things for the 
city; but the city can be held liable in the event something happens. 
 
Also, the service time for alcohol was discussed; do they need to start 
selling alcohol at 8am? 
 
The council agreed the fireworks were awesome! 

   

Stacy Sports Grill – Stacy 
Daze 

 Member Ness stated as a neighbor of the Stacy Sports Grill it was 
appreciated that the noise from the band was kept under control and 
over by midnight. 

   

Lions Club  Member Ness asked if we’ve heard anything from the Lions Club 
regarding the lease for Doyle?  The clerk reported that we have not. 

   

Rustic  On Stacy Daze a representative from the Rustic Inn contacted both the 
Stacy Sports Grill and Stacy Wine and Spirits asking if they could have 
alcohol transferred to the Rustic Inn and have the distributor replace it?  
Both the establishments said no.  Mayor Utecht reported that they acted 
appropriately; it would not be legal to do this per Minnesota State law. 

   

Liquor Operations 
Bookkeeper Contract Signed 

 The clerk was asked if the Liquor Operations Bookkeeper contract was 
signed; the clerk indicated it had been provided to Ms. Hill but not 
returned. 

   

Sale of Produce on City 
Property 

 Recently it was noted that corn and other produce was being sold from 
the Doyle Building property.  Is this allowed?  Do they need a peddler 
license?  Do they need permission from the city? 

   

Adjourned at 10:40pm.  Mayor Utecht declared the meeting adjourned at 10:40pm. 

 
 

___________________________ 
Sharon MT Payne 


