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 MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF STACY IN THE COUNTY OF 
CHISAGO AND THE STATE OF MINNESOTA PURSUANT 
TO DUE CALL AND NOTICE THEREOF 

  REGULAR MEETING 
MAY 8, 2012, 7:00p.m. 

STACY CITY HALL 

   

Call to Order 
 The Stacy City Council met in regular session and was called to order by 

Mayor Utecht at 7:00p.m.  
   

Roll Call 
 Present: Jim Ness, Michael Carlson, Mark Utecht, Cindy Bruss, and 

Charles Lucia (left the meeting at 9:00pm) 
Absent:  None 
Others Present:  Peter Grundhoefer,  Anne Thom, Mark Ness, Charles 
Schwartz, Patty Kettles, Dustin Brakemeier, Larry Latimore, and Ben 
Montzka,  

   

Additions to the Agenda 
 Additions to the Agenda: 

 
• Stacy Daze Porta-Potties 
• Liquor Operations Utilities 
• Lions Lease Doyle Field Building 

 
Motion by Ness to approve the agenda as amended. Second by Carlson.  
Ness, Carlson, Bruss, Lucia, and Utecht voted yes. Mayor Utecht 
declared the motion carried. 

   

Public Comment 
 Ben Montzka:  Mr. Montzka, County Commissioner, reported that even 

though local government at both the county and city level have kept their 
levies relatively the same since last year; the property tax impact on 
commercial properties has increased due to what is happening at the 
state level. 
 
He recommends that Chisago County not get involved in the Fiscal 
Disparities program; this would impact Stacy negatively. 
 
He also reported that the county does not need a new jail and it is 
fortunate that the project did not move forward previously.  He would like 
to see some type of joint powers agreement with neighboring jails to 
utilize their vacant beds. 
 
Mr. Montzka projects that the Chisago County taxes will go down in 
2013; this year they are a quarter through the year and have not used a 
quarter of the budget. 

   

Consent Agenda 
 Motion by Ness to approve the consent agenda as presented. Second 

by Carlson.  Ness, Carlson, Lucia, Bruss, and Utecht voted yes. Mayor 
Utecht declared the motion carried. 
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Staff Reports 
  

   

City Attorney 
Peter Grundhoefer 

  

   

City Ball Field  This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Carlson 
and carried. 
 
A portion of the ball field is located on the Sunrise Estates Mobile Home 
Park property.  The new owner is favorable to entering into an easement 
agreement for use of the property. 
 
The city attorney will prepare an easement agreement for review. 

   
Foxtail Woods Plat 3 Water 
Bill 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Ness and 
carried. 
 
Mr. Grundhoefer contacted the new homeowner’s association, Paradise 
and Associates; they referred him to Central Bank.  Central Bank was 
contacted and it appears as though they may be willing to pay for the 
irrigation meter invoice if the city is willing to waive the late fees. 
 
The late fees are $8,622.26; the invoice without the late fees is 
$16,041.06. 
 
Motion by Utecht to offer to Central Bank that if they pay the outstanding 
water bill for Foxtail Woods irrigation the city will waive late fees and 
penalties.  If the bank does not want to pay the bill in full then the waiver 
of the late fees is rescinded. Motion second by Lucia.  Utecht, Lucia, 
Carlson, Bruss, and Ness voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared the motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Utecht if any resident pays any one of the bills between now 
and when Central Bank submits the amount the city will refund the 
payment to the resident. Second by Ness.  Utecht, Ness, Lucia, Bruss, 
and Carlson voted yes. Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 
 
Mayor Utecht reiterated that the decision on the late fees is based on the 
circumstances of this situation and this situation alone and does not 
create precedence in any other circumstance. 

   
BP Station Real Estate Tax 
Status 

 The property owner has not paid the property taxes since 2008.  The 
taxes delinquent are $114,555.38.  Mr. Grundhoefer is in the process of 
talking with the County Auditor regarding at what point this property will 
go into tax forfeiture. 

   
Policy on Disposal of Unsafe 
Equipment 

 A draft policy was presented; no action required at this time. 
 

   
Tree Removal in ROW  The Maintenance Supervisor brought up the existence of unsafe trees in 

the city’s right of way (ROW); in general we don’t go around and cut 
trees down. 
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The Maintenance Supervisor was directed to review if the trees create 
an immediate safety issues; the Building Inspector can then review and 
direct their removal promptly if they are a safety issue.  If the owner of 
the property does not remove the trees the city will do so at the owner’s 
expense once the allotted time frame has expired.  It may be necessary 
for the Chisago County Sheriff’s office to determine if the trees present a 
safety concern. 
 
If trees do not present an immediate safety concern then follow the city 
code in relation to removal of trees in the ROW. 
 
The council would like this resolved by the next meeting. 

   
Lions Club Lease for Doyle 
Building 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Ness. Second by Carlson 
and carried. 
 
Mayor Utecht was approached by the Lions Club who pointed out that 
the Hockey Association has a lease for their property; it is their 
impression that the Lions Club does not have a lease for the Doyle 
Building. 
 
The City Attorney pointed out that the Hockey Association is leasing the 
land; whereas, the Lions Club donated the building to the city. 
 
Mr. Grundhoefer was directed to prepare a lease between the City of 
Stacy and the Lions Club for the Doyle building.  The Lions Club has 
committed to contributing $150 towards attorney fees to get this 
accomplished. 

   

City Engineer 
Charles Schwartz 

  

   
Wellhead Protection Plan – 
Set Public Hearing Date 

 Mr. Schwartz reported that the first public hearing is not mandatory; we 
just need to notify the surrounding communities of the city’s intent to 
create a Wellhead Protection Plan. 

   
Televise and Clean Sanitary 
Sewer Lines 

 Mr. Schwartz will be working with the Maintenance Supervisor to pull 
together a quote package of work to be completed this year. 

   
Genesis Avenue Storm 
Water Detention Pond 

 Mr. Schwartz and Mr. Ehlert met with the property owner regarding the 
storm water detention pond located behind his home.  The property 
owner is concerned with the amount of sediment that has collected in 
the pond and the decline in the pond’s visual appearance. 
 
The purpose of the storm water pond is to hold rain water runoff from the 
surrounding landscape of lawns, roads, and rooftops.  The storm water 
is held in the basin for a period of time before being released into the 
Carlos Avery WMA.  This traps the pollutants in runoff such as nutrients, 
metals, and sediments.  While it is evident that sediment has collected 
on the east end of the pond, the pond appears to be functioning 
properly. 
 
Should the city decide to clean the pond, the cost associated with the 
work could be $50,000 or more. 
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The council consensus was not to do anything with the pond as it is 
functioning properly and directed the Maintenance Supervisor review the 
pond a couple of times per year to see if it is functioning properly.  

   
Radium Removal Project  A council work session has been set up for May 29, 2012, at 7:00p.m. 

 
Mr. Schwartz was approved to prepare the pre-application and will invite 
a representative from Minnesota Rural Development to attend the work 
session. 

   
Foster Concrete Repair 
Update 

 Mr. Schwartz will work with Mr. Ehlert to get quotes for the apron repair. 

   
Park and Recreation 
Committee 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Ness and 
carried. 
 
Mr. Schwartz asked if the council would be willing to purchase the team 
benches for the Sunrise Ball Field; the council consensus was that they 
do not feel comfortable spending for funds on this project.  The park 
improvements had not been included in the budget. 

   

City Clerk 
Sharon Payne 

  
 

   
Foxtail Woods Lighting  Ms. Payne reported on behalf of the Maintenance Supervisor that he will 

be getting quotes to repair the street lights in Foxtail Woods; it appears 
that they were not installed properly. 

   
Pay Equity  The City was found to be in Pay Equity compliance; they will need to 

report again in 2015. 
   
MDH Licensure  The clerk reported that Jon Ehlert received his Class C water license; 

which means he will be able to operate the new treatment facility. 
   

Committees Commissions 
  

   

Employee Policies and 
Procedures 

 Members Bruss and Lucia are investigating some employee issues. 

   

Planning Commission  Mr. Mark Ness reported that the commission is working on updates to 
the Conditional Use Permit and Interim Use Permit forms and code 
updates related.  

   

Old Business 
  

   

Liquor Committee, Review of 
Bookkeeper Contract 

 Did the committee review the Liquor Bookkeeper contract?  It was 
forwarded to the manager’s for review; the manager’s will report to the 
council their recommendations. 

   

City of Wyoming Contract 
for Police Coverage 

 Mayor Utecht has contacted the police chief for Wyoming; he reported 
that the chief will be contacting the Chisago County Sheriff for 
information regarding call history.  Mayor Utecht will follow up with the 
police chief. 
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Civil Defense Siren   Mayor Utecht communicated with the Scott Selma at the county 
regarding the sirens; we own the sirens therefore we pay to have them 
reprogrammed. 

   

New Business 
  

   

Sunrise Mobile Home Park – 
Dustin Brakemeier 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Carlson 
and carried. 
 
Mr. Brakemeier introduced himself as one of the new owners of the 
Sunrise Estates Mobile Home Park. 
 
A couple of his comments are noted below: 

• His aim is to supply the best housing for the least amount of 
money. 

• He plans on installing water meters to each mobile home; prior 
to their installation he will do a leak assessment on each home 
and repair leaks that cost less than $75 to repair. 

• He would like to meet with the Park and Recreation Committee 
to see if some play equipment could be located in the mobile 
home park. 

• He plans on bringing in homes; mostly double-wide. 
• He said that changes do not happen overnight but he sees 

improvements in the park occurring in the next couple of years. 
   

Minnesota Association of 
Small Cities Dues 

 Motion by Utecht to renew or membership with the Minnesota 
Association of Small Cities for 2012-2013.  Second by Carlson.  Utecht, 
Carlson, Lucia, and Bruss voted yes.  Ness voted no. Mayor Utecht 
declared the motion carried. 

   

Stacy Daze Porta-Porties  The Stacy Lions Club asked if the city is willing to pay for additional 
porta-potties for Stacy Lions Park on Stacy Daze; they do not want to 
use the indoor restrooms. 
 
The council was not in favor of paying for additional porta-potties; the 
indoor bathrooms are there and the city did not budget for the additional 
expense.  Additionally, vendors pay a fee to be in the park and that fee 
is paid to the Lions Club. 

   

Liquor Operation Utilities  The clerk stated that a business in Stacy had contacted the clerk’s office 
asking how much the Stacy Sports Grill uses in water; staff told them 
that the use is not tracked or billed.  The clerk asked the council should 
they be billed. 
 
The council thought they were already being billed; the clerk replied that 
as far as she knows they never have been billed. 
 
Motion by Bruss to track and invoice both the Stacy Sports Grill and 
Stacy Wine and Spirits for their water use.  Second by Ness.  Bruss, 
Ness, Utecht, Carlson, and Lucia voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared the 
motion carried. 
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The council directed that the water use for all city owned buildings be 
tracked; even if not billed. This will help in the monthly reconciliation of 
what is pumped and what is billed. 

   

Mayor/Council 
  

   

Union Update  This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Carlson 
and carried. 
 
Mayor Utecht reported that he and Member Lucia had attended two 
meeting regarding the union negotiations; things are progressing. 
 
Member Ness stated that he is feeling frustrated with how this is being 
processed; his understanding was that the council would meet when a 
proposal was received and then decide on how to take action.  He is not 
saying that anything is being done incorrectly; he just wants to be 
informed of what the contents of the proposal are. 
 
Mayor Utecht asked the city attorney if the council could go into closed 
session to discuss tonight; this was not possible as Mr. Grundhoefer is 
not representing the city regarding the union negotiations; Mr. Madden 
would have to be in attendance; at a minimum via phone. 
 
Mayor Utecht apologized for the confusion he thought they were moving 
forward as discussed and agreed to by the council.  That he and 
Member Lucia would negotiate with the union and bring the final 
recommendation back to the council for action. 
 
The council decided that they would recess the council meeting until 
Tuesday, May 15, 2012, at 1:00pm.  When they will meet in closed 
session to discuss the union negotiations with Mr. Madden. 
 
Again, Mr. Ness stated that he isn’t implying anything is being done 
incorrectly he just wants to be informed of the process; where did we 
start? Where are we now? 

   

Recessed at 9:50p.m. 
 Motion by Ness to recess until Tuesday May 15, 2012, at 1:00p.m.  

Second by Carlson.  Ness, Carlson, Bruss, Lucia and Utecht voted yes. 
Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

 
 

___________________________ 
Sharon MT Payne 


