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 MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF STACY IN THE COUNTY OF 
CHISAGO AND THE STATE OF MINNESOTA PURSUANT 
TO DUE CALL AND NOTICE THEREOF 

  REGULAR MEETING 
APRIL 10, 2012, 7:00p.m. 

STACY CITY HALL 

   

Call to Order 
 The Stacy City Council met in regular session and was called to order by 

Mayor Utecht at 7:00p.m.  
   

Roll Call 
 Present: Charles Lucia, Jim Ness, Michael Carlson, Mark Utecht, and 

Cindy Bruss  
Absent:  None 
Others Present:  Ryan Capelle, Peter Grundhoefer,  Jon Ehlert, Anne 
Thom, Mark Ness, Jerry Schroeder, John Daher, Bob Schule, Larry 
Latimore, and Kirk Oswell 

   

Additions to the Agenda 
 Additions to the Agenda: 

 
• Easter Egg Hunt Cost Recap 
• MMBA Annual Conference 
• Old BP Property 
• Water Meter Reading Process 
• Bookkeeper Contract 

 
Motion by Ness to approve the agenda as amended. Second by 
Carlson.  Ness, Carlson, Lucia, Bruss, and Utecht voted yes. Mayor 
Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   

Public Comment 
 John Daher:   Mr. Daher was present on behalf of Citizens Supporting 

Our Armed Forces (CSOAF).  He gave an update on the annual Military 
Appreciation Day.  The event is scheduled for two days June 23-24

th
.  

On the 23
rd

 the motorcycle run will take place and on the 24
th
 the 

activities at the Rick Doyle Memorial Building which will include a silent 
auction, displays, activities for children, softball, food, and rides. 
 
Mr. Daher asked the council if they can utilize the area south of the 
Doyle building.  The council consensus was yes.  Mr. Ehlert was 
directed to mow the property if the volunteer is not able to complete the 
work. 
 
Mr. Daher reported that in 2011 CSOAF sent over 2,300 pounds to the 
troops. 

   

Consent Agenda 
 Motion by Ness to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Second 

by Carlson.  Ness, Carlson, Lucia, Bruss, and Utecht voted yes. Mayor 
Utecht declared the motion carried. 
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Staff Reports 
  

   

Maintenance Supervisor 
Jon Ehlert 

  

   
Vacation Request  The council consensus was to approve Mr. Ehlert’s request for vacation. 
   
Sunrise Ball Field Bid  Mr. Ehlert solicited bids for the tree clean up around the fencing for 

Sunrise Ball Field; he also received bids for fencing.  The bids will be 
given to the city engineer to include with application for the Twins grant. 

   
Business Park Mowing  Mr. Ehlert is making repairs to the brush hog; this will enable the 

Maintenance Department to mow the business park and if necessary the 
undeveloped lots in Foxtail Woods. 

   

City Attorney 
Peter Grundhoefer 

  

   

Policy on Disposal of City 
Property 

 The question to the attorney is:  If we know the equipment is dangerous 
and have another party remove the equipment can we be made liable 
after equipment has been removed?   
 
Mr. Grundhoefer stated that the city would need to disclose any known 
conditions regarding the equipment; the person obtaining the property 
needs to know the issues with the equipment prior to signing the waiver 
against the city. 
 
The council was split on offering unsafe equipment to the public; some 
members said that it’s too much of a headache. Other members said 
that if someone wants it and the city isn’t liable, let them have it. 
 
Mr. Ehlert stated he is just looking for direction in destruction of the 
teeter totters; he doesn’t want to go through what he did with the last 
item. 
 
Motion by Utecht to amend the policy to include the following conditions: 
 

• An item to be disposed of will be posted for 10 days 
• Anyone interested in the item will need to contact the 

Maintenance Supervisor 
• If more than one person is interested in the item then the item 

will be decided by lottery to be conducted by the Mayor. 
• The person receiving the item must remove the item within 30 

days 
• The Waiver of Liability must be signed. 

 
Motion second by Ness.  Utecht, Ness, Carlson, and Bruss voted yes.  
Lucia voted no. Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 
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Sunrise Ball Field  During the recent project to update Sunrise Ball Field it was re-identified 

that a portion of the ball field is located on the Sunrise Mobile Home 
Park property. If we go ahead with the park improvements we will want 
to receive consent from the Sunrise Mobile Home Park. 
 
Mr. Grundhoefer provided a copy of correspondence from 2001 received 
from the attorney of Sunrise Mobile Home Park detailing a request at 
that time for a use agreement which includes a survey sketch of the area 
of the claimed encroachment. 
 
The council directed Mr. Grundhoefer to draft a license agreement for 
the mobile home to review and approve; the council then indicated that 
an easement would give the city more control and directed Mr. 
Grundhoefer to review that option. 

   
Odor Control Policy  Basically the policy requires that any new development in the city needs 

to identify the waste that will be discharged into the wastewater system 
and have a study done regarding the waste’s impact on the system. 
 
The city’s subdivision and sewer ordinances may need to be reviewed. 
 
No further action required at this time. 

   
Closed Meeting Minutes 
Approval, Regular Meeting 
Recessed 8:47pm-8:55pm 

 Motion by Utecht to recess the open meeting and go into brief closed 
session to review the closed meeting minutes. Second by Ness.  Utecht, 
Ness, Carlson, Bruss, and Lucia voted yes.  Mayor Utecht declared the 
motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ness to approve the closed meeting minutes of January 25, 
2012. Second by Bruss.  Ness, Bruss, Lucia, Carlson, and Utecht voted 
yes. Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   

City Engineer 
Ryan Capelle 

  

   
Water Treatment Project – 
Minnesota Department of 
Health Project Priority List 
Request 

 This item handled out of order by motion by Utecht. Second by Ness and 
carried. 
 
Mr. Capelle indicated that a draft has been completed of the Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH) Project Priority List (PPL) request letter. 
The deadline for submittal of this letter is May 4, 2012.  The MDH 
suggested that we assume a new well and water treatment plant be 
constructed; after well tests are known the application can be revised if 
the city moves forward with a blending plant. 
 
Motion by Utecht for Stantec to submit the PPL to MDH with the noted 
corrections on Stacy’s behalf. Second by Ness.  Utecht, Ness, Lucia, 
Carlson, and Bruss voted yes. Mayor Utecht declared the motion 
carried. 

   
Water Treatment Project – 
Compliance Agreement 
Update 

 Per the requirement of the Compliance Agreement entered into with the 
MDH the city needs to provide a quarterly update on the Radium 
removal project.  The council consensus was for Mr. Schwartz to submit 
the update to MDH. 
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Water Treatment Project – 
What’s Next 

 What are the next steps in the Radium Removal Project: 
• Complete pre-application and meet with Rural Development 
• Complete topographic survey to more accurately tie in property 

irons with the topography.  The survey would help assure that 
the property is a viable site and include establishing control, 
survey the site, and develop a drawing in AutoCAD. 

• Authorize the completion of geotechnical work for the Water 
Treatment Plant site 

• Update MDH on current plans and schedule to address the 
radium in the drinking water. 

• Solicit quotes for a test well 
   
Water Treatment Project – 
Mayor Utecht Conversation 
with Wyoming’s Engineer 

 Mayor Utecht briefly spoke with the engineer for the City of Wyoming 
regarding where Stacy is in the radium treatment process; at this 
time Wyoming has not exceeded the allowable limits for radium. Mayor 
Utecht asked if it would be advantageous for our engineer to contact 
Wyoming’s engineer to see if some type of joint water treatment system 
would be advantageous to both cities; is it feasible? Or appropriate? 
 
The council directed our engineer to contact the engineer for the City of 
Wyoming to see if this is feasible or desirable. 

   

City Clerk 
Sharon Payne 

  
 

   
PERA Training  Ms. Payne indicated that she will be attending a PERA workshop in St. 

Cloud in June. 
   
Utility Billing Clerk Leave  The Utility Billing Clerk leave has been postponed until July. 
   

Committees Commissions 
  

   
CLJSTC  Member Lucia reported that the commission is starting to study the 

acceptance of sewage from septic pumping companies. 
   

Park and Recreation 
Committee 

 Mayor Utecht reported that the Easter Egg Hunt was a resounding 
success; there were approximately 500 kids and maybe 1,500 people. 
 
Member Bruss reported that some things went really well and others did 
not; the committee will be learning from this event and making changes 
next year.  She reported one issue of a parent who was pushing children 
out of the way and taking eggs. 
 
Member Bruss thanked everyone who made the event a success.  In 
particular she thanked Don Lenhart from the Stacy Teen Center for 
initiating the event; if he hadn’t approached her it probably wouldn’t have 
happened. 
 
Member Ness asked for the list of what worked and didn’t work from 
Member Bruss; that way if she isn’t chairing the event next year we have 
the list to pass on. 
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Member Bruss said that she received thanks from attendees at the 
event; it was nice to have something you can do as a family that doesn’t 
cost a fortune. 
 
The council thanked Member Bruss for being the point person on the 
event and for all of her hard work in making the event a success. 

   

Old Business 
  

   
Ehlers Invoice for Rate 
Study 

 Mayor Utecht stated that he didn’t feel that we received any tangible 
service for the invoice and recommended to not pay the invoice. 
 
Member Ness questioned when was the study request approved. 
 
The clerk was directed to send a letter to Ehlers indicating that the city 
was not happy with the service provided regarding the rate study.  

   
Foxtail Woods 3 Irrigation 
Meter 

 This item handled out order by motion of Ness. Second by Utecht and 
carried. 
 
Mr. Latimore indicated that a new home-owners association took over 
January 1, 2012; and the association turned the paperwork regarding 
the delinquent water bill over to the bank.  Mr. Latimore will provide the 
city with the new homeowner’s association (Paradise and Associates) 
contact information. 
 
Mayor Utecht stated that we don’t want the homeowners to pay any 
more than they do – but we can’t let a receivable go.  Even though he 
knows the association fees were paid by the property owners with the 
belief that everything was being taken care of. 
 
Motion by Utecht to table the issue until next month. Second by Ness.  
Utecht, Ness, Lucia, Carlson, and Bruss voted yes. Mayor Utecht 
declared the motion carried. 

   
Building Inspector 
Compensation 

 Motion by Ness to contract with Jack Kramer for 16 hours at $25 per 
hour to review all Conditional Use Permits with a cap of 20 hours.  
Second by Utecht.  Ness, Utecht, Lucia, Carlson, and Bruss voted yes. 
Mayor Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   
Water Meter Reading 
Process 
 

 The clerk was asked what the process is for reading of the water meters: 
when are they read?  Ms. Payne stated they are read nearest to the end 
of the month as possible; unless and emergency comes up than meter 
reads are postponed.  Emergency items are determined to be health 
and/or safety issues that arise. 
 
The clerk was directed to notify staff that meter reading dates shall not 
be adjusted for a previous month being read late.  The process to read 
as close to the end of the month as possible should be followed.  
 
Also Mr. Jones needs to be crossed trained on the meter reading 
process.  Ms. Payne was directed to prepare the lap top for the next 
couple meter reading processes and determine if that is something that 
maintenance staff shall also be trained on. 
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Old BP Property on Stacy 
Trail 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Ness. Second by Carlson 
and carried. 
 
The council discussed the future of the BP property; is the city 
responsible for the structure?  If the property becomes a public safety 
issue than the city may need to have the building removed. 
 
The maintenance of the property by our staff was discussed; the 
property owner needs to be notified of the city’s intent to maintain the 
property and assess to the property taxes of the parcel. 
 
Child safety issues are a concern regarding the vacant property.  What 
kind of signage can the city post on the property that would give the 
Sheriff’s Office authority to enforce?  
 
The City Attorney was directed to review. 

   

New Business 
  

   
Stacy Lions Club 
Appreciation 

 This item handled out of order by motion of Utecht. Second by Ness and 
carried. 
 
Mayor Utecht presented Jerry Schroeder and John Daher a plaque of 
appreciation to the Stacy Lions Club for all the big and little things they 
do in Stacy; Mayor Utecht stated that Stacy wouldn’t be anywhere near 
the city it is without the Lions Club.  He also noted that the Lions Club 
paid off the bond for the Doyle Ball Field lights two years early. 
 
Mayor Utecht said that Jerry Schroeder is one of the charter members of 
the Lions Club and is clearly a pivot point for that club.  

   
Bookkeeper Contract  Ms. Joslin’s contract is up for review; the clerk was directed to forward 

the contract to the Liquor Operations Committee for review prior to 
presentation to the council. 

   

Mayor/Council 
  

   
MMBA Conference  Motion by Utecht to authorize Member Bruss to attend the MMBA 

conference; the city will cover registration, mileage, and lodging. Second 
by Ness. Utecht, Ness, Lucia, Carlson, and Bruss voted yes. Mayor 
Utecht declared the motion carried. 

   
League of Minnesota Cities 
Annual Conference 

 Motion by Utecht to authorize the Mayor and Member Bruss to attend 
the 2012 League of Minnesota Cities Conference and Market Place; the 
city will cover registration, mileage, and lodging. Second by Carlson. 
Utecht, Carlson, Lucia, Bruss, and Ness voted yes. Mayor Utecht 
declared the motion carried. 
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Budgeting Process – Police 
Protection 

 Should the city consider subcontracting with the City of Wyoming for 
police protection?  Would this be more cost effective?  Is Wyoming 
interested?  
 
It was noted that the response time from the County Sheriff can be slow 
at times. 
 
Mayor Utecht will contact the Police Chief for Wyoming. 

   
Union Update  Mayor Utecht indicated that he and Member Lucia met with our union 

attorney to review the draft contract; revisions were made and sent back 
to the union for their consideration.  The next step is to meet with the 
union. 

   

Adjourned at 9:48pm  Mayor Utecht declared the meeting adjourned at 9:48pm. 

 
 

___________________________ 
Sharon MT Payne 


