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 MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF STACY IN THE COUNTY 
OF CHISAGO AND THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 
PURSUANT TO DUE CALL AND NOTICE THEREOF 

  REGULAR MEETING
October 20, 2015, 7:00p.m.

STACY CITY HALL

   

Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order by Chair Ness at 7:00pm. 

   

Roll Call 
 Present:  Jim Ness, Tony Olivolo, Jim Clay, and Dennis Thieling 

Absent:  Shirley Hockensmith 
Others Present:  Phil Carlson, and Lois Karth 

   

Additions to the Agenda 

 

 Additions to the agenda: 
 Dollar General –  no need for a Variance 
 Dogs – the number of dogs being kept 
 
Motion by Ness to approve the agenda as amended. Second by 
Olivolo. Olivolo, Thieling, Clay, and Ness voted yes. Chair Ness 
declared the motion carried. 

   

Approval of Minutes 
 Motion by Ness to approve the minutes as presented. Second by 

Olivolo. Members Olivolo, Ness, Clay, and Thieling voted yes.  
Chair Ness declared the motion carried. 

   

Council Update 

 

 Chair Ness reported the updates from the city council:  Dan 
Winberg has been removed as an alternate to the commission; the 
council asked that the accessory building size be reviewed as it 
relates to building permits; and the well ordinance had been 
approved. 

   

Public Hearing – Dollar General 
7:04-7:12p.m. 

 Chair Ness declared the Planning Commission meeting closed and 
opened the public hearing for the Dollar General variance to light 
their freestanding sign.  Chair Ness stated that Dollar General did 
not have to apply for a variance for the sign, rather just a review by 
the commission was necessary. 
 
Discussion:   

 It looks like the property that would be impacted the most is 
on the corner of 312th and Forest Boulevard) it has trees in 
place that would block out much of the light from the sign.   

 Ms. Karth asked about the signs impact on traffic – the sign 
has been placed to meet the city code setback 
requirements. 

 The intrusiveness to 312th is minimal. 
   

New Business 
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Action on Public Hearing – 
Dollar General 

 Motion by Ness to approve Dollar General’s request to internally 
light their freestanding sign during business hours. Second by Clay.  
Ness, Clay, Thieling, and Olivolo voted yes. Chair Ness declared 
the motion carried. 
 
The application fee and deposit for the variance will be refunded to 
the applicant as a variance was not necessary and error was on the 
city’s part. 

   
Accessory Building Ordinance  The City Council directed the commission to review the city code 

regulating the size of accessory buildings and the need for building 
permit; the state changed the requirement to 200 square feet from 
120 square feet.  In review of our code the size requirement is not 
mentioned as it relates to building permits. 
 
Motion by Ness that due to the smaller lot sizes in the older part of 
the city that having two-200 square foot sheds in the yard may 
cause safety concerns, specifically fire-fighting and may also 
interfere with the 60/40 landscaping requirement; that we maintain 
our 120 square foot requirement and change the city code to 
accommodate.  Second by Olivolo.  Ness, Olivolo, Thieling, and 
Clay voted yes.  Chair Ness declared the motion carried. 

   
Peddler Permit Ordinance  The clerk asked if she misinterpreted the city code chapter 115: 

regulating peddlers, solicitors, and transient merchants.  She was 
approached by an insurance company asking if they needed a 
peddlers permit; she indicated they did not.  
 
The commission said they do require permit as they are selling a 
product.  She will communicate with the company that they require 
a peddler’s permit to continue going door-to-door. 

   
Fence Ordinance  The clerk has received complaints regarding the appearance of a 

fence installation at 31038 Forest Boulevard.  Does the commission 
want to establish what a fence should look like? 
 
Some members do and others said no.  The commission members 
wanting to establish the standards will work to define “workmanlike.” 
 
Also, it was noted that the code is unclear that a fence must be in 
two feet from the property line or neighboring property owner 
signatures must be obtained.  This is for the residential areas in the 
city. This section will be made clear when the fence code is 
changed. 

   
Dog Ordinance  In licensing dogs it was noted that several properties have three 

dogs; which is not allowed by the code – how does the commission 
want to handle this?  The commission directed this item to go to the 
city council. 

   

Old Business 
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Sidewalks in New 
Developments 

 The commission directed Mr. Carlson to prepare a code update 
requiring that sidewalks be installed on both sides of the street in 
new developments. 

   
Tiny Houses  The commission was under the impression that the city had to allow 

tiny houses; Mr. Carlson said this is not the case.  Our code already 
addresses minimum sizes for residential dwelling units. 
 
Mr. Carlson said the reason cities are allowing them is for three 
reasons: 

1. Allow seniors to stay in place and age 
2. Allow income as a rental unit 
3. Less impact on the environment 

This item forwarded to the council for direction. 
   
Transitional Housing  Transitional housing was discussed and the following points were 

made: 

 It can be good and bad; depending on who the residents 
are.   

 What is the appropriate zoning district – R2 or R3; not R1 
 The state defines licensed transitional house, and the city 

has to allow state licensed facilities. 
 Can transitional housing not be regulated? 
 Concern with enforcement if unlicensed  

The commission decided not to allow unlicensed transitional 
housing in the city citing the city’s inability to enforce.

   

Open Discussion 
 Member Thieling stated that the storm water drainage from the 

Dollar General building is not set up properly; also expressed 
landscaping issues.   

   

Adjourn 
 Chair Ness declared the meeting adjourned at 8:33p.m. 

 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Sharon MT Payne  


